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Morris County Park Commission Receives Prestigious Award   
- Seward Johnson Exhibition at Willowwood Arboretum Cited for Excellence 
by Denise Lanza, Assistant Deputy Director for Morris County Park Commission 
 

The Morris County Park Commission received the Excellence in Special 
Events Award from the New Jersey Recreation and Park Association 
(NJRPA) for ñThe Living Sculpture: A Seward Johnson Exhibition at 
Willowwood Arboretum,ò a special installation that was open daily to the 
public from July until November last year. 

ñCongratulations to the Morris County Park Commission on receiving 
the distinguished award from the NJRPA. This certainly was a unique 
exhibit featured at the Willowwood Arboretum and I know a lot of work 
went into coordinating it. Everyone involved in putting this special     
project together for the public deserves to be applauded,ò said Morris 
County Commissioner Doug Cabana, liaison to the Morris County Parks 
Commission. 

Johnson, known for his life sized and large-scale 
bronze sculptures that depict everyday life, was born in 
New Jersey in 1930. He founded the Johnson Atelier 
Technical Institute of Sculpture in 1974 and The 
Grounds for Sculpture Park and Museum in 1992, both 
in Hamilton, N.J.  

 ñThe goal of Morris Countyôs óThe Living Sculpture: A 
Seward Johnson Exhibitionô was to bring art to the    
average citizen. Although the Johnson sculptures are 
available for regular public exhibits through the     
Johnson Atelier, it is somewhat unusual for a park    
system to be able to provide such access,ò said David 
Guida, an NJRPA Awards Committee Member. 
ñJohnson's vision is to make sculpture accessible to all; 
how fitting that the Willowwood Arboretum exhibit 
was able to do just that.ò 

Morris County Park Commission Assistant Deputy    
Director Denise Lanza accepted the award presented 
by Guida during the NJRPA Annual Awards Dinner on 
February 27 in Atlantic City. 

"Parks have an essential purpose in bringing            
communities together,ò said Lanza. ñThat we could  
exhibit Johnsonôs artwork in a natural setting and 
make it available for the public to enjoy is a testament 
to that objective.ò 

 
 
 

continued on page 2 
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Park Commission staff were presented the award at a recent 
Park Commission meeting. Also in the photo are Park     
Commissioners Julie Baron and Richard Seabury  



Morris County Park Commission Receives Award (continued) 

 
The exhibit was on loan from the Johnson Atelier and the loan fee for the sculptures 
was covered by the Alliance for Morris County Parks through grants and sponsorships, 
and included funds from the Park Commissionôs Tubbs Trust, and the Willowwood 
Foundation.  

The Morris County Park Commission maintains more than 20,455 acres of parkland, 
the largest county park system in the state, which includes 253 miles of trails and 38 
special facilities, from an ice-skating arena and arboreta to a variety of conservation, 
educational and recreational amenities. More than 4 million people visit Morris   
County parks and facilities each year to experience nature and a variety of award-
winning programs, special events and activities for all ages.  

For more information about the Morris County parks and upcoming events activities, 
visit morrisparks.net. 
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NJAC Save the Dates! 
 

NJAC Board of Directors Meeting 
Virtual 

June 21, 2024 
 

NJAC Virtual Workshop 
Avoiding Wage & Hour Pitfalls & Compensatory Time in New Jersey 

July 10, 2024 
 

NJAC Virtual Workshop 
September 18, 2024 

 
Year End Summit 
December 13, 2024 
Trenton Country Club 

ñA Little to the Leftò, a     
sculpture included in the   

exhibit  

https://www.morrisparks.net/
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CrowdStrike has redefined security with the worldôs most advanced 
cloud-native platform that protects and enables the people, processes 
and technologies that drive modern enterprise.  CrowdStrike secures 

the most critical areas of risk-endpoints and cloud workloads, identity, and data-to keep customers ahead of 
todayôs adversaries and stop breaches.  

For more information please contact Mitchell Palski, via email at mitchell.palski@crowdstrike.com. 

 

Howard Technology Solutions is an IT manufacturer and value 
added reseller of hardware, software, and IT engineering/installation 
services. 

For more information please contact Andrew Long, Government Account Executive via email at 
along@howard.com.  

 

 

Marsh McLennan Agency  is an insurance brokerage firm, helping 
municipalities with the management of their insurance portfolio.  
 

For more information please contact Harry Schain, Employee Benefits Consultant via email at                      
harry.schain@marshmma.com. 
 

 
B˅˃ˏˍ˅ ˁ M˅ˍ˂˅˒  

ˏˆ ˔ˈ˅  
N˅˗ J˅˒˓˅˙ A˓˓ˏ˃ˉˁ˔ˉˏˎ ˏˆ Cˏ˕ˎ˔ˉ˅˓ 

 
 

Learn about the benefits of being a part of NJAC and how you can join.   
 

Contact Loren Wizman, Business Development Director at  
(609) 394-3467 or loren@njac.org 

 

mailto:mitchell.palski@crowdstrike.com
mailto:along@howard.com
mailto:harry.schain@marshmma.com
mailto:loren@njac.org
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Why Tech Experience Matters 
by Nicole Buccola, Marketing Assistant for PKA Technologies, Inc. 
 
The technological landscape is a constant state of flux.  New trends emerge at breakneck speed, while            
established technologies undergo continuous refinement.  In this dynamic environment, navigating the       
ever-changing terrain can be a daunting task for any business.  This is where a seasoned tech partner with 
years of experience matters.   
 
Hereôs why partnering with a technology provider boasting a proven track record can make all the difference: 
 
Deep Industry Knowledge and Foresight 
Years of experience translate into a nuanced understanding of your specific industry.  A seasoned partner has 
witnessed the evolution of technologies within your domain, the challenges encountered, and the successful 
(and failed) implementations of the past.  This deep knowledge allow them to anticipate future trends and  
tailor solutions that align perfectly with your industryôs unique needs. 
 
Proven Solutions and Mitigated Risk 
Thereôs a reason tried-and-tested methods stand the test of time.  A long-standing technology partner has a 
portfolio brimming with successful projects.  Theyôve seen what works, what doesnôt, and most importantly, 
how to navigate potential pitfalls.  A recent report by Standish Groupôs CHAOS Report fount that the success 
rate for IT projects with experienced partners is significantly higher (31%) compared to projects with            
inexperienced partners (16%).  This translates into far less risk for your business, as an experienced partner 
can implement solutions, they know will deliver tangible results. 
 
Adaptability and Continuous Learning 
Experience doesnôt equate to stagnation, either.  A truly valuable partner isnôt simply resting on past laurels.  
They are constantly learning, adapting their skillset to stay abreast of the latest advancements.  This ensures 
they can seamlessly integrate emerging technologies into your existing infrastructures, keeping your business 
at the forefront of innovations. 
 
Strategic Guidance and Long-Term Vision 
Technology shouldnôt exist in a vacuum.  A seasoned partner understands the intricate connection between IT 
solutions and your overall business goals.  They can act as a strategic advisor, helping you map out a            
long-term technology roadmap that aligns with your evolving needs.  This ensures your IT investments not 
only meet current requirements but also lay a solid foundation for future growth. 
 
Efficiency and Cost-Effectiveness 
Implementing technology solutions can be a resource-intensive endeavor.  An experienced partner can        
significantly improve efficiency.  They have established processes, a wide network of contacts, and the           
expertise to streamline implementation, saving you both time and money.  Additionally, their experience     
allows them to identify cost-effective solutions that provide optimal value for your investment. 
 
Partnering for Success in a Changing World 
In todayôs rapidly evolving landscape, choosing a technology partner is like choosing a training partner for a 
marathon.  You need someone reliable, someone who can not only 
keep pace but also anticipate obstacles and navigate them with        
expertise.  A partner with a wealth of experience ensures a smoother 
rode, one where you can focus on your core business while they    
handle the intricate details of your IT infrastructure. 
 
We know why tech experience matters.  Reach out today at PKA to 
talk.  Weôre always listening. 
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Monmouth ACTS Launches Integrated Navigation System   - 
First-of-its-kind network streamlines the search for needed services 
by Erin Bell, Thomas Boyd Communications for Monmouth ACTS 

 
The Monmouth County Board of County                 
Commissioners, Monmouth ACTS Community       
Partners, representatives from the Monmouth County 
Department of Human Services and other members of 
Monmouth County leadership gathered to announce 
the launch of the Monmouth ACTS Navigation 
System ï a streamlined method of connecting         
residents to needed services and support. The         
Navigation System, which integrates live  support with 
a state-of-the-art electronic referral system, is the first 
of its kind in the state.  
 
ñIt is the shared mission of our Monmouth County         
government and the many agencies and organizations 
throughout the County to provide easier access to    
services for our residents,ò said Monmouth County              
Commissioner Director Thomas A. Arnone. 
ñWe are proud to offer this program to our residents, 
so that with one phone call, they are able to find       
resources for food insecurities, housing stability,    
mental health care, employment services, childcare 
and much more.ò 
 
The Navigation System is the latest initiative from        

Monmouth ACTS, which strives to better connect Monmouth County residents with services that will           
improve their lives. A fully integrated electronic referral system, residents can call the Navigation System 
ñWarm Line,ò a phone line that is staffed by several trained and compassionate social workers and be directly 
connected to potential resources throughout the County. The Navigation System was created to reduce        
information overload, improve access, follow up and connections, and track results for residents. 
 
Residents may call the Warm Line at 732-683-8959 Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
A social worker will ask the resident questions to better understand their unique needs, before connecting 
them to potential resources in the Monmouth County area, including County Departments and Divisions,    
social service agencies and the many organizations that make up Monmouth ACTS. If the resident grants    
permission for their information to be shared, the social worker can refer the resident to services directly, and 
ensure that an agency is following up with the resident to meet their needs via an electronic referral and  
tracking system.  
 
ñWe have always said, óThere is no wrong door to access services in Monmouth County,ôò said                    
Commissioner Susan M. Kiley, liaison to the Department of Human Services. ñWhatôs amazing 
about the Navigation System is that it is truly one door, or one phone number, through which youôll find 
countless potential services. Our trained and compassionate social workers will carefully work with our       
residents and personally guide them to or connect them directly with a multitude of services. This means that 
with one phone call, residents can receive assistance for multiple needs simultaneously.ò  
 
The Navigation System allows the social worker to determine the type of referral based upon the residentôs 
needs: The social worker may decide to transfer the resident to an agency(s) via a three-way call or may need 
to act as coordinator of multiple agencies and services if the residentôs needs are significant and complex.  

 
continued on page 6 

 

Leaders from Monmouth County government and the private sector gathered to 
celebrate the launch of the new Monmouth ACTS Navigation System, a state-of-the-
art electronic referral system that streamlines access to services for residents.  
 
L to R: Nicole Cyr, Assistant Director of Planning, Monmouth County  Department 
of Human Services; Nick DiRocco, Monmouth County Commissioner; Susan M. 
Kiley, Monmouth County Commissioner; Peter-Donnell Boynton, Chair,         
Monmouth ACTS Advisory Council (MAAC) and Director, Monmouth County 
Department of Human Services; Kathy Collins, Vice-Chair, MAAC; and Desiree 
Whyte, Assistant Director of Operations, Monmouth County Department of Human 
Services. 

https://monmouthacts.org/navigation-system
https://monmouthacts.org/navigation-system
https://monmouthacts.org/
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Monmouth ACTS Launches Integrated Navigation System 
(continued) 
   
Monmouth ACTS leadership has also set expectations and goals for participating agencies and partners ï 
agencies must contact residents within two business days of receiving the electronic referral, and after 30 days 
agencies must update the Navigation System with results and information, including if the residentôs needs 
were met. 
 
ñThe launch of this ground-breaking Navigation System would not have been possible without the support of 
the Monmouth County Board of County Commissioners, the hard-working Office of Monmouth ACTS team, 
and the determination of the staff within the Department of Human Services,ò said Peter-Donnell 
Boynton, Chair of the Monmouth ACTS Advisory Council (MAAC) and Director of the           
Monmouth County Department of Human Services. ñWeôre continuing to listen closely to our           
residents about their needs, in order to provide them with new initiatives such as this and continue to serve 
them better, together.ò 
 
To watch the livestream of the event, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfJ8v1hxKCI. For more       
information on the Monmouth ACTS Navigation System, visit www.MonmouthACTS.org/navigation-system.  
 
About Monmouth ACTS 
 
 
Monmouth ACTS (Assisting Community Through Services) was created by the Monmouth County Board of 
County Commissioners in 2018 to carry out recommendations of a Human Services Needs Assessment. This 
innovative public-private partnership brings together County divisions from the Department of Human      
Services and community partners on the Monmouth ACTS Advisory Council (MAAC) to enhance access to 
services for County residents. For more information, visit www.monmouthACTS.org. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfJ8v1hxKCI
http://www.MonmouthACTS.org/navigation-system
http://www.monmouthACTS.org


    NJAC C  B                               ISSUE 151 - JUNE 2024 

     www.njac.org                                                                                                             page 7

HPE Aruba Networking Grant and Funding Program 
 
HPE Aruba Networking is proud to offer a comprehensive grant support program. This value-added HPE 
Aruba Networking Grant and Funding Team will connect you to resources and opportunities that align with 
your needs and help support the goals of your organization. We are here to help you navigate the grant and 
funding processðfrom identifying grants and funding opportunities to managing the application process and 
providing post-award consultation. Whether you need help learning about funding, navigating the grant 
world, or determining how to get started, our team is here to help. 

 

 

To learn more, contact 
 GovFunding@hpe.com 

 

 

The HPE Aruba Networking Grant and Funding Team will work with your organization to develop an        
understanding of challenges, needs, and goals, and will help create a customized strategy of grants and  
funding opportunities that best support your organization. Our team of experts will continually monitor 
granting agencies and provide notifications when grants or funding opportunities are released that best 
serve you and your organization. 

 

Our team of expert consultants will help walk you through the grant and funding process to ensure the grant 
is the best fit for your organization. We can help you understand stimulus and other funding opportunities, 
identify your challenges, use cases, and priorities, and create a customized strategy leveraging available 
funding. 

Grant and funding application support 

While the HPE Aruba Networking Grant and Funding Team is unable to write your grant, we do provide     
customers with a white-glove service by sharing available funding opportunities, explaining how the funding 
can be used, and talking through your organizationôs needs and use cases. We will help you navigate the 
grant application process by answering any questions you might have as you develop your application and 
budget, and create recommendations to support your technology solutions and more. 

Post-award support 

Our team continually collaborates, keeping you up-to-date on the status of your grant application. When 
youôve received an award, the grant process can often become long, stressful, and confusing as you navigate 
the post-award reimbursements, audits, and additional paperwork. The HPE Aruba Networking Grant and 
Funding Team can provide information and guidance to help ensure a timely and compliant project             
implementation. 

Grant and funding educational resources 

Allow the HPE Aruba Networking Grant and Funding Team to do the legwork, giving you time to focus on 
whatôs important for your organization. In addition to researching grant and funding opportunities, we can 
provide funding summaries to help you make sense of grant guidelines. Our team offers webinars, 
roundtables, workshops, and other informational opportunities to provide education and insight into grant 
opportunities as they are released. 

mailto:GovFunding@hpe.com
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Study With The Leader In Online Education -                       
Thomas Edison State University 

LIVE WEBINAR! 
Wednesday, June 5, 2024 
1:00pm-2:00 pm 

 
Registration:  Click HERE! 
 

This informative meeting will cover how to: 

¶ Fund your education 

¶ Find time to finish your degree 

¶ Receive college credit for prior course work and professional experiences 
 
 

Join MRA International at our 3 Day InterNETworking 
EVENT! 

 
Where:   Ocean Place Resort in Long Branch, NJ 
When:    Wednesday, July 17th ï Friday, July 19th, 2024 
TimeΥ       Wednesday, July 17 Welcome Reception 5 pm ï 7 pm 
                  Thursday, July 18 interNETworking 8 am ï 3 pm 
                  Friday, July 19 Breakfast & Learn 9 am ï 11 am 
 
Join us for an exclusive 3-day event by the beach, which offers unique learning and networking opportunities 
in an open and relaxed environment. 
 
Our 3-day InterNETworking event immerses professional educators, IT leaders, and passionate learning 
enthusiasts to explore industry-leading trends and topics that are actionable and beneficial to the public     
sector. Our event aims to bring innovative technology, practical solutions, and accessible resources to K-12, 
Higher Education, and State & Local Government organizations while offering a unique day of learning,      
networking, and collaboration.  
 
Please register for the event on our website:  
InterNETworking 2024 (constantcontactpages.com) 

 
MRA International is a leading technology expert and a 
value-added HP Power Services and HPE Partner with over 
20 years of experience providing unique IT solutions and 
turn-key results to the public sector. 
 
For more information, please contact the MRA Sales Team:   
EmailΥ sales@mrainternational.com  Phone: (732) 222-0997 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ymcMHMeQS--7CG7QBea5qQ#/registration
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/8rj49jf/lp/77c9f70b-3fed-4f96-93fe-9f73a9e9164e
mailto:sales@mrainternational.com
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NJAC would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for joining us at the New 
Jersey Association of Countiesõ (NJAC) 73rd Annual Celebration of County Government 
attended by a record number of county and business leaders from across the State.    
 
This event is a success because of you!  A special thank you to our corporate sponsors 
below, and please enjoy the photos on page 10, 11. 12, 13, 14  and 15.               

 
 
 
 
 

Sˈˁ˒˅ Tˈ˅ N˅˗˓! 
 
 
 

Let us know what educational or informational articles you 
would like published in the NJAC Cˏ˕ˎ˔˙ Bˉ˚  

 
Contact Loren Wizman, Director of  Business Development   

(609) 394-3467  
or   

loren@njac.org 
 

mailto:loren@njac.org
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